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The Club’s annual Opening Day will take place on May 22.  League awards for 2009 will be presented to Alexis Gagne, Michael Minieka and Marie Trankina.  Also, those who renew their Club memberships on or before Opening Day will receive a ten percent discount on their Club dues.  There will be plenty of opportunities to play some croquet.  Lunch will be served.  Let Tom O’Laughlin know if you can make it at tolaughlin@hotmail.com or 773-631-2422.
Board of Directors and Officers
Jim Dushek, Brent Harmon and Tom O’Laughlin have been elected to the Board of Directors for 2010.  They join Alexis Gagne and Rick Cooper.  Outgoing members are Jan Viscum and Flash Kingsley.  Thank you Jan and Flash for all your efforts.  Jim has been elected as President, Rick continues as Treasurer, Alexis as Secretary and Tom will serve as the Social Chair.  Please let any of the Directors or Officers know if you have any comments, questions or concerns.  
Membership Renewal 

The Board has kept the membership fees at the same level as the past few years.  Regular membership is $90 and if you want to join the USCA, it is an additional $30.  A Family membership is $135 and USCA membership is an additional $45.  We have been told that the USCA membership dues will increase on June 1.  Membership in the USCA provides a number of benefits including receipt of the quarterly magazine, participation in USCA events, handicap tracking and discounts on USCA merchandise.  

If you can’t make it to Opening Day, included is a membership
form.  Please complete all the information on the form and return it to Tom O’Laughlin with your membership fee.  Don’t forget to take the ten percent discount if you pay before May 22.  Also, please don’t forget to indicate if you wish to participate in the Golf Croquet and/or the Six Wicket Leagues.  Please make your checks payable to the Chicago Croquet Club.  Please return the form to:
 

Chicago Croquet Club      

c/o Tom O'Laughlin 

 7041 N Olcott Ave
Chicago, IL 60631-1079     

State of the Lawns
Mike Vadeboncoeur from the Lake Side Lawn Bowing Club and Jeff Lee have been hard at work preparing the lawns for use.  Alex from the Park District should be starting in the next few weeks.  The Croquet Club and the Lake Side Lawn Bowling Club have had to purchase a new (used) lawnmower as both the Park District’s and the clubs’ old lawn mowers are in bad repair.  The Park District will repair its mower but have not stated when it might be available for use. The two clubs will own and operate the new mower.
2009 League Reports by Marie Trankina, Alexis Gagne and Michael Minieka
After 2 complete rounds of hard fought play in the Golf Croquet League last year, Marie Trankina took 1st place scoring a total of 28 points.  Brent Harmon took 2nd place with a total of 20 points and Barbara O'Laughlin scored a total of 17 points. 
 

In the First Flight for the Six Wicket League, Alexis Gagne won all of his games and in the end, the flight, but that didn’t mean he had an easy road to victory.  Every game he won was close, often losing for most of the game and barely coming back to win at the end.  One such game was his semi-final game against his 8 month pregnant wife Laura O'Laughlin.  It was played on a lovely day filled with hail and cold winds which Alexis won by 2 wickets thanks a lucky last turn. The final match, against Jim Dushek, was full of ups and downs for both players, with each taking the lead multiple times, but in the end, Alexis Gagne won the close game and the flight.

In Second Flight for the Six Wicket League with early autumn winds whipping off Lake Michigan, the final games of round robin play left the ladies out of the play-offs in 2009.  Barb O’Laughlin narrowly missed a spot despite being the only one to take a game from Douglas McKechneay, the winner of his flight in the club’s Bare Bones summer tournament.    Marie Trankina, last year’s league winner, took sixth place.  In the play-offs, it was Douglas taking on Brent Harmon, and Michael Minieka battling Tom O’Laughlin.    Michael and Douglas moved on to a rematch of the Bare Bones final.  This time, Michael got his revenge and edged out Douglas by a wicket.
2010 Leagues

Both the Golf Croquet League and the Six Wicket League will be run in 2010.  Please indicate on your Membership Form If you wish to participate.  The Leagues will be formed once the number of members participating is determined.  If you have any questions, please contact Tom O’Laughlin.  
Windy City Classic

The Club’s annual invitational tournament, The Windy City Classic, is scheduled to take place July 14 - 18.  On July 14 & 15 there will be Championship Flight Association play at Prairie Lights Croquet Club if there is enough interest. On July 16 through 18 there will be American Rules play for all flights at the Chicago and Prairie Lights clubs.  The tournament will be run, as it was last year, using a “bare bones" format.  It will be an inexpensive singles matches, USCA-sanctioned tournament and will include little except courtside beverages, inexpensive but awesome trophies and sanction fees.  Further details will be sent to all members in June.  Contact Jeff Lee for further information.

Wednesday Evening and Weekend Croquet

Please take advantage of open croquet on Wednesday evenings and Saturday and Sunday mornings.  Wednesdays are also a great opportunity to introduce your friends and family to croquet.  Please feel free to bring your guests to Wednesday evening croquet. 

Calendar
The USCA Midwestern Regional Championship has been set for June 16 to 20 at the beautiful LaFortune Park in Tulsa, Oklahoma. You should have received an entry form directly from USCA.  Please contact the USCA if you are interesting in signing up.  
Board Members
The Board is always pleased to hear from any of the members regarding ideas for the Club.  Please feel free to contact any of the Board members.  Their names are on the Club’s Web site and below:

	Jim Dushek, President
	312-656-1345
	jim.dushek@bovislendlease.com

	Rick Cooper, Treasurer
	773-955-1646
	73363.2045@compuserve.com

	Alexis Gagne, Secretary
	773-516-3952
	gagne.alexis@gmail.com

	Brent Harmon
	773-383-1460
	baharmo@gmail.com

	Tom O’Laughlin
	773-631-2422
	tolaughlin@hotmail.com


Rover Editor:  Tom O’Laughlin 
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